
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace” (Eph. 1:7). 

If you try to balance out your sins by doing 
good works, you will never achieve it. And if 
you try to ignore your sins, you will eventu-
ally become hard-hearted toward God and 
others. The fictional story of Macbeth ends in 
that kind of tragedy, and many real-life sto-
ries have ended the same way. 

But your story can be transformed from 
guilt, shame and sin to peace, joy and for-
giveness! Trust in Jesus the Savior and claim 
God’s wonderful promise: “If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness” (1 Jn. 1:9). —Stephen Campbell
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A famous English play by William Shake-
speare tells the story of an army general 
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the crime. Macbeth did exactly that, and soon 
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beth felt so guilty that he believed not even 
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done. Past wrongs keep coming back to your 
memory. Your conscience continually re-
minds you of your guilt. 

We learn in the Bible that God calls those 

wrongdoings “sin.” In fact, the Bible tells true 
stories of many real people throughout his-
tory who also committed sins – and they also 
felt that sense of guilt and shame. Some 
wanted to hide from God. Others tried to 
cover their sins and pretend nothing was 
wrong. Still others tried to pay for their 
wrongs by doing good things afterward. But 
in all cases, God knew their sins, and it 
seemed their guilt could never be erased. 

However, the Bible does not stop at de-
scribing those guilty stains caused by our 
sins. No, the message of the Bible is about 
God’s forgiveness! The great fact about this 
forgiveness is that God offers it to us freely. 
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is the Savior who 
lived a perfect life, died to pay the penalty for 
our guilt, and rose to life again. Because of the 
work of Jesus, the Bible promises that 
“through this Man is preached to you the for-
giveness of sins” (Acts 13:38 NKJV). 

This is a tremendous statement. The God of 
heaven, who knows better than anyone else 
how terrible our sins are, is the very same 
God who invites us to receive His forgiveness 
through Jesus Christ. As the Bible also says, 
“In Him we have redemption through His 
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